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Today’s Roadmap
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• Help participants understand the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

• Increase participant understanding of family/youth homelessness in New Mexico

• Discuss strategies for how CTE, Education Leaders and Homeless Liaisons can work together to 
build opportunities and intentionally remove barriers for learners experiencing homelessness 
(LEH)

• Identify opportunities for learners experiencing homelessness (LEH) to access and succeed in 
high-quality CTE programs of study

This session will:

McKinney-Vento Act
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• The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program is authorized under Title 
VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

• Most recently reauthorized in December 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

• Every LEA has special legal obligations to learners experiencing homelessness (LEH) 

• These students’ needs and rights are unique and should not be conflated with the needs of 
economically disadvantaged, special education and ESL students. 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Act is designed to address the challenges that homeless 
children and youths have faced in enrolling, attending and succeeding in school. 
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McKinney-Vento Act | Who Qualifies?
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• Sharing the housing of other persons, due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping 
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters, or 
abandoned in hospitals

• Living in a public or private place not designed for 
or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train 
stations, or similar settings

• Migratory children living in the above circumstances 
42 U.S.C. §11434a(2)

• Unaccompanied youth/Children and youth not in 
the physical custody of a parent or guardian living 
in the above circumstances 

• Inadequate housing – no utilities, unsafe, 
overcrowded, infested

 Includes Pre-K-12th grade

 Lasts for the duration of the school year (July –
June) even if they become permanently housed

42 U.S.C. §11434a(6)

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including

NM HB 301 (2017) and SB 341 (2019)
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 A student who changes schools at least once during a single school year as a result of homelessness or 
certain other reasons, is entitled to: 
 Priority placement in classes that meet state graduation requirements
 Timely placement in electives comparable to those the student was enrolled in at the previous school/s
 LEAs ensuring equal access to participation in career and technical programs, sports and other 

extracurricular activities, or other special programs for which the student qualifies.
 Receive timely assistance and advice from counselors to improve their college and career readiness.

 Students who transfer school districts or schools within the same district must receive credit for any work 
completed prior to the transfer. LEAs, with guidance from the state, shall create policies to determine how 
credit shall be awarded for courses that are partially completed.

State legislation plays a key role, such as requiring the award of partial credits, mitigating 
the impact of school mobility on high school graduation, boosting preschool enrollment 

and stability, and limiting punitive school discipline practices. 
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Identification under McKinney-Vento
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Identification is key. If we don’t know who they are, we can’t help them! 
• Every school district has a local homeless liaison to partner with school personnel, 

community members, and children, youth, and parents/guardians experiencing 
homelessness.

• Liaisons work to ensure that children and youth experiencing homelessness are 
identified by school personnel through outreach and coordination activities. 

• Liaisons ensure that public notice of homeless students’ rights is posted in locations 
frequented by parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth.

• To connect with your homeless liaison, an annually updated list is located on the NM 
PED website. (https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/student-success-wellness/ehcy-program/)

Identification under McKinney-Vento
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• School of Origin
• School last attended when permanently housed or school in new area
• Best Interest Determination
• Dispute Resolution – a dispute arises over eligibility, school selection or enrollment in

a school

• Immediate enrollment and transfer of records

• Transportation 
• Flexibility with modes of transporting (school buses, carpooling, Uber/Lyft, public 

transportation, SUVs, bikes, Rail Runner, reimbursing families/students for gas, etc.)

• Free breakfast and lunches served by schools 

• Access to Services and Full Participation 

Educational Rights for Students Experiencing Homelessness
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Number of NM learners experiencing 
homeless enrolled by primary 
nighttime residence over time.

https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/dashboard/homeless/2020-2021

By the Numbers in NM
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Total student count  102,650
CTE total student count 65,759
CTE concentrator count (12.4% of all students) 12,724
Graduation rate for CTE concentrators (20/21: 4194/4297) 97.6%     (vs 78%)

Learners Experiencing Homelessness (LEH) count 6,241
LEH CTE student count 2,875
LEH CTE concentrator count 399
Graduation rate for LEH CTE concentrators (20/21: 115/123) 93.5%     (vs 58%)
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Barriers to CTE Access for LEH
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• Unmet basic needs (food, shelter, etc.) that 
may interfere with a learner’s ability to focus 

• Out-of-pocket expenses that create financial 
hardships – fees for CTSOs or industry-
recognized credentials

• High levels of residential or school mobility 
that affect program enrollment or continuity

• Missing early guidance about and engagement 
in CTE programs prior to decline or drop-out

• Scheduling challenges, such as when learners 
experiencing homelessness need income from 
an afterschool job that may conflict with CTE 
opportunities

• Lack of access to reliable transportation

• Lack of access to technology that may be 
critical for CTE POS

• Lack of affordable childcare

• Lack of access to needed wraparound supports

Outreach under McKinney-Vento

14

State and LEA leaders can start today, building key partnerships by implementing these 
action steps:

• Reach out and connect with your CTE and homeless education counterpart

• Focus on concrete efforts that benefit the students

• Start small and build confidence in your partnerships

• Continue to invest and grow your commitments over time

• Identify and close equity gaps in CTE to ensure that each learner is able to attain the 
promise of CTE — a high-skill, high-wage, in-demand career
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Outreach under McKinney-Vento
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• Drop the word ‘homeless’ in your schools.  Instead, use unstably housed, students and families in 
transition, in temporary housing, not permanently housed, etc..

• Market the program: at all school functions, on website, on Facebook, PSA, emails, school news 
papers, staff trainings

• Build the opportunities and construct the systems for learners experiencing homelessness (LEH) 
to access and succeed in high-quality CTE programs of study

• Educational and homeless liaison leaders strive to identify and dismantle historical barriers

• Provide legally required services and waivers for fees related to birth certificates, class materials, 
extracurricular activities, field trips and before-/after-school programming to identified students

• Reach out to students and parents currently in the MV program to refer families/word of mouth

Outreach under McKinney-Vento
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• How can you create ways to best serve your LEH who are CTE participants?

• How do we encourage school personnel to dig deeper when students transfer? 

• Brainstorm ways families in your community connect with services.

LEAs can create an avenue or assumption of competence for LEH CTE concentrators, or at 
minimum, not be denied entry into courses because their paperwork isn’t in order, or they 
transferred mid-semester.

Our highly mobile LEH need the opportunity to demonstrate competence, whether 
through a discussion, an interview, a placement questionnaire or task.
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Strategies for Supporting CTE Access
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1) Understand the requirements and expectations of federal laws enacted to support learners 
experiencing homelessness.

Homeless education and CTE leaders can collaborate to understand the 
requirements of their respective authorizing statutes and how they can be leveraged. 

• One of the Homeless Liaisons legal duties is to ensure LEA staff, departments, districts, CTE 
Directors, CTE educators, know who is MV eligible so invite them to your meetings

• Visit the EHCY website to access the All-Access Pass presentations to understand the full depth 
and breadth of options (https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/student-success-wellness/ehcy-program/)  

* McKinney-Vento 101/201  * Early Childhood 

* Cross-Systems Collaborations * Eligibility, Outreach and Identification

* Higher Education * Federal and State Policy Updates 

Strategies for Supporting CTE Access
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• State and local CTE and homeless education leaders can collaborate in developing strategies to 
ensure that learners experiencing homelessness are engaged effectively, including:
• Conducting outreach in locations that learners experiencing homelessness may frequent 
Including schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup kitchens

• Sharing information about CTE supports with local agencies
Including recreation centers, school counselors, and youth-serving community partners

• Access to high-quality career advising that make LEHs aware of CTE options

2) Develop strategies to conduct intentional outreach to and engagement of learners 
experiencing homelessness.
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Strategies for Supporting CTE Access

19

• Identify support programs, such as bridge or summer intensive programs, that will help each 
learner gain the foundational skills they need to succeed in CTE programs

• Designate LEA site-level liaisons to increase the districts and schools’ overall capacity to respond 
to homelessness

• Partner with district Work-Based Learning or On-the Job Training team members
• Connect with your ESSER team to connect LEHs with summer learning programs in: 

• STEM; CTE or land-based agriculture; outdoor, environmental education; at-risk youth and 
teen-oriented opportunities; and/or museum based, arts, or cultural experiences

3) Collaborate across CTE and homeless education programs at every level to address the 
barriers and equity gaps, and provide wraparound services

Programs geared towards re-engaging youth while providing strong support, so students are 
socially, emotionally, and academically prepared for school.

Strategies for Supporting CTE Access

20

• Professional development and technical assistance can be provided within and across CTE and 
homeless education programs, including:
• Partnering to provide joint training, to ensure that efforts are aligned appropriately 
• Implementing and delivering CTE programs that integrate cultural competency and knowledge
• Design programs and supports that will meet the unique needs of learners experiencing 

homelessness
• Homeless education leaders who may not be familiar with CTE program administration and 

programs of study
• Connect with Dana for online training the ensure new liaisons are adequately prepared

4) Provide professional development to relevant staff, instructors and counselors.
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Strategies for Supporting CTE Access
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• Fully understand the Core Indicators (aka: FAUPL – Federally Agreed Upon Performance Levels) and how 
the data represents your LEA (https://cte.ed.gov/accountability/core-indicators)

• CTE and homeless education leaders can work together with STARS coordinators to 
ensure that the data being collected and reported on CTE program enrollment, CTE 
program completion, LEH CTE Concentrator status, and post-CTE program activity (ie: 
graduation, certifications, postsecondary enrollment) for LEH is correct

• Local CTE and homeless education leaders can collaborate to analyze performance data, 
identify equity gaps, assess why gaps may exist, and develop a plan to close the gaps 

5) Leverage the data to identify and close equity gaps. 

…
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Education for Homeless Children and Youth Data
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/student-success-wellness/ehcy-program/

What Do We Do When Our Policies Conflict with the MVA? 

• The McKinney-Vento Act includes a broad, ongoing requirement for LEAs 
to review policies or practices that may act as barriers to the 
identification, enrollment, attendance, and school success of homeless 
children and youths, including barriers due to outstanding fees or fines or 
absences. (See, e.g., sections 721, 722(g)(1)(I)). 

• It is important for LEAs to consistently review their policies and practices 
with regular input from homeless parents, youths, and advocates so that 
new barriers, or barriers that the LEA staff may be unaware of, do not 
prevent children and youths from receiving the free, appropriate public 
education to which they are entitled. 
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Postsecondary CTE Access and Success
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• Some states, such as California, Louisiana, Maine, Nevada, and Tennessee, have enacted statutes 
that require postsecondary institutions to appoint a homeless student liaison 

• Some states, including Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Minnesota, and Washington, have enacted 
statutes that support postsecondary access and completion for students experiencing 
homelessness, including those attending technical colleges, by providing: 
• priority for enrollment or on-campus housing, financial or emergency monetary aid, or other 

forms of housing or other assistance 
• Some institutions of higher education have chosen to support students experiencing basic needs 

insecurity by providing case management, housing and other basic needs assistance, academic 
and career support, financial assistance, and mental health support, even if their states do not 
have any formal policies or programs in place 

The homeless education landscape varies by state or even institution at the 
postsecondary level.  

In closing

26

All staff including teachers, coaches, bus drivers, maintenance workers, administrators and 
cafeteria staff are instrumental in identifying students eligible for McKinney-Vento services. 

There are many great on-line resources to support training for school staff or community partners. 

How will you dig deeper?
Name your takeaway!
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Questions?
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